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Post-truth – an adjective defined as ‘relating to or 
denoting circumstances in which objective facts 
are less influential in shaping public opinion than 

appeals to emotion and personal belief’

Are the Evaluation Societies 
rowing upstream? 



• Assessing public projects, programmes or policies 
based (as much as possible)  on texts and facts:

– What was the problem to address?
– What were our assumptions?
– What did we want to do (objectives)?
– What have we delivered? (outputs)?
– How have we done it (process)?
– What were the results (outcomes, impacts)?

Outcomes > ? < Objectives
Not easy => Evaluability
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Evaluating public action



• A public project, programme or policy is evaluable if:

– Its objectives are clearly defined
• Where are we now?
• Where do we want to go thanks to the project?
• When will we be there?

– Observable indicators allow for monitoring the 
outcomes related to these objectives

– Realistic monitoring systems are designed 
– Monitoring is actually implemented
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Evaluability



• Assessing the evaluability of important and 
recent public  commitments / programmes
– International 

• The Paris Agreement on Climate Change
• The Sustainable Development Goals

– Europe
• The European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI)

– Luxembourg
• The Third Industrial Revolution (Rifkin)
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The Evaluation workshops cycle III  



1. What are we talking about?
2. What is foreseen to monitor the outcomes?

3. To what extent does it seem « evaluable »?
4. Open Debate
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Three questions, three speakers 



1. What are we talking about?
Nora Matei, Policy Officer at the European Commission’s DG ECFIN, 
in charge of the evaluation of EFSI 
2. What is foreseen to monitor the outcomes?
Viorica Revenco, Responsible for monitoring and reporting on EFSI, 
European Investment Bank’s Mandate Management Department

3. To what extent does it seem « evaluable »?
Eulalia Rubio, Senior Research Fellow at the Jacques Delors Institute
4. Open Debate
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The EFSI


